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Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
We are rapidly approaching the end of the term and I wanted to take this opportunity to thank you 
for your continued support this year, especially given all that has happened. Thinking back to our start 
of the year in January where we held a teacher training day looking at our pathway to becoming an 
outstanding school, no one could have predicted what the year ahead would be like.  
 
It was impossible to believe that summer exams would be cancelled, that learning would move to 
being online for 5 months and that we would have so much disruption to our plans and our daily school 
routines. As we approach the end of the year, very mindful that the threat of Coronavirus is still very 
much present for all of us, I would like to say a huge thank you to everyone in the school community 
for the part they have played in ensuring that the education and wellbeing of our young people 
remains a priority. This most certainly includes you as parents and carers and I fully recognise the extra 
challenges that you have faced in responding to the changes to our routines. I am very grateful for 
your support, understanding and for the positive feedback you have given that has helped to keep us 
all going.  
 
Despite all of the challenges we have faced this term there have still been plenty of highlights for us 
to celebrate. You will no doubt have seen the many achievements of our pupils and the wide range of 
activities they have participated in this term in the weekly parents’ newsletter. These achievements 
include some excellent work on careers across all year groups, a wide range of charitable work 
including our harvest foodbank and advent appeals and an impressive number of extracurricular 
activities, including inter-house competitions that we have managed to run in spite of the Covid-19 
restrictions.  If you have not received our weekly newsletter, it is available on our social media and 
our website. As well as updating you on key dates and important upcoming events, it also details the 
major pupil achievements of the week and contains an inspiring weekly message from our school 
chaplain. It is also emailed out to parents using the email address that we hold on our records. Please 
do update this if we do not have the right email address for you.  
 
On Wednesday this week, we celebrate Christ the King Day, the person from whom our school takes 
its name as well as its inspiration. As part of the day, we are honoured to have received a special 
message from the Bishop of Lichfield who visited our school just 12 months ago to serve Christmas 
lunch to our pupils! In his message he tells us that he is holding the whole school community in his 
prayers and particularly those who have been affected by illness, sadness and bereavement during the 
pandemic. He wants to say a big thank you to the whole school community for our perseverance, 
our courage and the way that we look after, look out for and care for one another and have just 
kept on going through these very difficult times. He thanks us for demonstrating our school values of 
empathy, respect and our sense of responsibility in all that we do. The Bishop observes that we are a 
richly diverse, multi-talented and mutually caring group of people in The King’s school, something that 
struck him when he came to visit us last year. He goes on to say that what we have in common is our 
diversity, our commitment to each other and to the community as well as our commitment to the life 



 

 

of the whole planet. It is a very powerful message that will launch our celebrations on Wednesday as 
we mark Christ the King Day in what is our 23rd year as a Church of England school!  
 
We are delighted that the good news about our school improvement over the past 3-4 years is now 
spreading widely across the city and we have seen a 20% increase in the number of pupils choosing 
The King’s as their preferred school for September 2021. Our 6th form is now the largest it has been 
for many years and the number of pupils joining us continues to grow each term as our reputation 
improves. Thank you for the part you have played in promoting the good work that we do at school. 
We always welcome your support and your suggestions for how we could do things even better.  
 
This coming week (week commencing 7th December), we will continue with our pattern of having 

one year group per day working from home, completing online learning. We are still struggling due 

to the sheer number of teaching staff who are either self-isolating, shielding or who are ill. Looking 

ahead to the final week of term (week commencing 14th December), we are hoping that all year groups 

will be in school every day. During the final week of term, we will be serving our famous Christmas 

lunch (socially distanced and in year group bubbles) as well as marking the final preparations and 

celebrations of the season as we hold our Christmas services. This year, of course, they will be held in 

school and not at church.  

On the topic of keeping everyone safe and well, please can I remind you of your responsibility as 
parents and carers, to adhere to the government’s guidelines on self-isolation? 

 If your child or anyone else in your family is displaying symptoms of Covid-19 then they must 
all self-isolate for 14 days and your child must not return to school within this time 

 If your child tests positive for Covid-19 then they must self-isolate for a minimum of 10 days 
from the test date 

 If anyone else in your child’s family tests positive for Covid-19 then your child must self-
isolate for 14 days 

We will have no alternative but to report deliberate breaches of these guidelines to the public health 
authorities or the police. 
 
We are very keen to share as much information with you as possible about the progress that your 
child is making in school. This is especially important at the moment when arranging face to face 
meetings is so difficult. In order to receive all of the latest information please download the Class 
Charts and School Comms apps so that you can engage with updates and key information regarding 
the progress that your child is making across all of their subject areas. In addition to 
this, progress reports for all year groups will be available on our VLE by the end of this term. In order 
to access these reports, you should us the username and password that you have already been 
given. If you require any assistance with this, including password reminders, please contact Mr 
Green (c.green@kingswolverhampton.co.uk) who will be happy to assist.  
 
Just a reminder that we break up for the Christmas holidays on Friday 18th December and pupils will 
be leaving school at 12.00pm. There will be no school buses at this time so please ensure that your 
child is able to make alternative arrangements for getting home, possibly using the public number 1 
bus.  
 
It is always sad at the end of term to be saying goodbye to colleagues here in school. This term, we are 
saying goodbye to Mrs Ryan who is retiring after a teaching career spanning over 36 years and who 
has given great service to the pupils at The King’s School over the past 15 years. We wish her the very 
best for the future and thank her for what she has done to enhance the school throughout her time 
with us. We are also saying goodbye to Mrs Badger who is leaving at the end of term. Mrs Badger has 
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played a huge role in supporting with our pastoral team of staff through her roles as Head of House 
and, more recently as Deputy Safeguarding Leader. We wish her all the best for the future as she 
moves to take on a new challenge.  
 
I want to wish all of our parents, carers and families the very best for a peaceful and joyous Christmas 
and a very Happy New Year. Hopefully we can look forward to a more positive year where life begins 
to return to normal and we can start, once again, to enjoy life in all its fullness. 
 
I look forward to seeing you all again when term starts (for pupils) on Tuesday 5th January 2021 
(Monday 4th January being a Training Day for staff). 
 
 
I close my letter with the words from our school verse which seem particularly relevant at this time: 
‘Be joyful. Grow to maturity. Encourage each other. Live in harmony and peace. Then the God of love 
and peace will be with you.’ 
 
Yours faithfully,  
 

 
 
James Ludlow  
Principal  
 
 


