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This guide is designed to:

* Offer an introduction to the ‘job families’, a term which refers to all of the jobs that relate to
your favourite subject

*  Provide information relating to your favourite subject, or new subject that interest you - which
will help you to start your research

* Increase your knowledge of the qualifications and experience required to study and work within
a specific job family

* Support you as you make informed decisions about your future

There are thousands of jobs out there, and to make sure that you find a career pathway that
suits you, it’s essential that you have all the right information. This guide can point you in the
right direction.

It’s your life, your career, and your time...so
let’s get started.

All information contained within this resource, including web links was accurate at the time of publication, July
2020.
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University of

+Chester Architecture

Architects design and create plans for new buildings and structures, as well as designing extensions, renovations
and repairs for existing buildings. The plans that they create are followed by the builders and must be completed
to a very high technical standard. Architects can create all kinds of structures, from domestic buildings, such as
houses and apartments, to civic spaces such as libraries, museums, schools and hospitals. Their job is to design
buildings that meet the needs of the users, as well as staying within budget and any meeting any environmental
concerns e.g. use of solar power in roofing structures. Architects are creative and disciplined.

Careers that involve architecture

Do | need to go to university?

Whilst some architects qualify through apprenticeships, the majority of them complete some or all of their training
at a university. All university courses in the UK are required to be recognised by the Architects Registration Board,
so that everyone that graduates from an architecture degree has the same standard of qualification. The
qualification process for an architect is longer and more complex than a standard three-year degree (see full details
on next page), so be prepared for a training process of up to 7 years. Whether qualifying through an apprenticeship
programme or a university pathway, you should have access to professional level equipment and facilities, as well
as the opportunity to undertake work experience within your chosen area of architecture. It is essential to research
all the options before deciding what is right for you.

G CS E Re q U I re m e nt (most colleges require 5 GCSEs grade 4/C or above, this refers to subject specific requirements)

e As with all pathways, Maths and English are expected at a grade 4-5 (C) or above
e If you wish to study an art and design subject at A Level/BTEC you need to choose one for GCSE, and many
schools/colleges require a grade 5-6 (B) or upwards

Level 3 Requirements (post-16)
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Other requirements and experience

Where to find more information

Degree Information

Contact us



https://www.ucas.com/ucas/after-gcses/find-career-ideas/explore-jobs/job-profile/architect
https://www.ucas.com/explore/subjects/architecture-building-and-planning
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/architect
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/architect
https://successatschool.org/advicedetails/812/how-to-become-an-architect
https://www.architecture.com/
https://www1.chester.ac.uk/study/undergraduate
mailto:admissions@chester.ac.uk
https://www1.chester.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/visit-us

Tichester Art and Design

The term Art and Design, also sometimes referred to as the ‘Visual Arts’ covers a diverse range of subjects that
involve visual communication through one or several skills, including drawing, painting, sculpture, textiles, fashion
design, photography, film-making, digital design, and product design.

Visual Artists use their creativity and practical skills to communicate ideas, either as an artist (someone that
creates work based completely on their own interests and ideas), or as a designer (someone who uses their
individual skills to create a product that meets a specific need.

Careers that involve the Visual Arts

Do | need to go to university?

It isn’t essential to go to university to become a visual artist, as many study till they’re 18 and then start creating
work on their own, or find an apprenticeship, however many artists find that university is an extremely useful
experience for them, as it provides three years of additional training, access to professional level equipment and
teaching staff, along with work placements in their chosen industry. It is essential to research all the options
before deciding what is right for you.

G CS E R e q U I re m e n tS (most colleges require 5 GCSEs grade 4/C or above, this refers to subject specific requirements)

e 1 GCSE in a relevant visual arts subject, grade 6-7 (B) or above (some colleges accept 4-5/C, but check)

Careers in the Visual Arts usually require you to study an Art and Design subject until you are 18, and to be
accepted onto an A Level or college course, you usually need to have studied an arts subject at GCSE. If your school
does not offer your preferred subject, choose the closest one e.g. Art and Design, Photography, Fashion and Textiles

Level 3 Requirements (post-16)
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Other requirements and experience

Where to find more information

Our Art and Design Courses

Contact us
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https://www.ucas.com/ucas/after-gcses/find-career-ideas/explore-jobs?f=/job-subjects/art
https://www.ucas.com/explore/subjects/art-and-design
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/jobs-and-work-experience/job-sectors/creative-arts-and-design
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-categories/creative-and-media
https://www.studentartguide.com/articles/art-careers-list
https://www.allaboutcareers.com/careers/industry/art-design
https://www.tate.org.uk/art/student-resource/how-i-got-my-job-tate
https://www1.chester.ac.uk/study/undergraduate
mailto:admissions@chester.ac.uk
https://www1.chester.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/visit-us
https://www1.chester.ac.uk/undergraduate/subject/art-and-design
https://www1.chester.ac.uk/undergraduate/subject/art-and-design

University of .
*@Chester Business
Business is an incredibly diverse subject area. The terms ‘business’ refers to careers that involve finance,
management, marketing and events.

People that choose to study Business are creative thinkers, with strong communication skills, and often have a
passion relating to a particular area of Business, or want to work within a particular industry such as hospitality,
sport or fashion.

Careers that involve Business

Do | need to go to university?

It isn’t essential to go to university to work in all Business related roles, but it is very common, and employers
usually often expect a degree-level qualification if you want to work in a senior role. Real-life experience is
particularly important within the Business world, and there are lots of apprenticeships and training opportunities
available. Many people find that university is an extremely useful experience for them, as it provides three years of
additional training, access to professional level equipment and teaching staff, along with work placements in their
chosen industry. Business degrees often include an industry placement for a semester (3 months) or an academic
year (9 months) to help you to learn about your chosen industry.

It is essential to research all the options before deciding what is right for you.

G CS E Re q U I re m e nt (most colleges require 5 GCSEs grade 4/C or above, this refers to subject specific requirements)

e Standard 5 GCSEs 4-5- (C) and above, including English and Maths

e Most colleges don’t require you to have studies business before, although it’s useful if you have that
option at your school. If you are hoping to work in accountancy and finance, a strong Maths grade is
helpful.

Level 3 Requirements (post-16)
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Combined Courses: You can often combine subjects at
university, and it’s particularly common with Business
qualifications. Head over to our Business page to see our full
list of combinations.



file:///C:/Users/cbradburn/Desktop/www.ucas.com/ucas/after-gcses/find-career-ideas/explore-jobs%3ff=/job-subjects/business-studies
file:///C:/Users/cbradburn/Desktop/www.ucas.com/ucas/after-gcses/find-career-ideas/explore-jobs%3ff=/job-subjects/business-studies
file:///C:/Users/cbradburn/Desktop/www.ucas.com/explore/subjects/business-management-and-administrative-studies
file:///C:/Users/cbradburn/Desktop/www.prospects.ac.uk/jobs-and-work-experience/job-sectors/business-consulting-and-management
file:///C:/Users/cbradburn/Desktop/www.nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-categories/business-and-finance
file:///C:/Users/cbradburn/Desktop/www.targetjobs.co.uk/career-sectors/management-and-business/advice
file:///C:/Users/cbradburn/Desktop/www.eduadvisor.my/business-career-quiz/
https://www1.chester.ac.uk/study/undergraduate
mailto:admissions@chester.ac.uk
https://www1.chester.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/visit-us

S Chester Catering and Hospitality and Tourism

These three subjects can be studied separately or in combination (Catering and Hospitality or Hospitality and
Tourism) depending on where your interests lie. Between them they cover every aspect of customer experience
within the food, entertainment, accommodation and travel industries. People working in these industries have a
keen interest in creating positive experiences for their customers.

If you are interested in Nutrition and Dietetics, please see the Medicine, Dentistry, Biology and Life Sciences p.41

If you are interested in Tourism Management, please see the Business p.15

Careers that involve Catering, Hospitality and Tourism

Do | need to go to university?

Many people working within these industries do not attend university and instead choose to work and
train within a particular company. If you want to be a chef or cabin crew, you do not need to go to
university to qualify. Some companies prefer their managers to have a degree, and a university level
business qualification can be extremely useful, but there are also many apprenticeship and management
schemes available. It is common for people within these industries to complete additional qualifications
whilst working, or attend university later in their careers. It is essential that you research the necessary
qualifications for you chosen job, and make sure that you make the right decision for you.

G CS E Re q U I re m e nt (most colleges require 5 GCSEs grade 4/C or above, this refers to subject specific requirements)

e Standard 5 GCSEs 4-5- (C) and above, including English and Maths

e Most colleges don’t require you to have studies catering, hospitality or tourism before, although it’s useful
if you have that option at your school - if you want to work in a food preparation industry choosing Food
Technology is advised.

Level 3 RGQUIrementS (pOSt-16) requirements differ depending on whether or not you

need to go to university for your chosen role, so do your research before choosing.
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https://www.ucas.com/ucas/after-gcses/find-career-ideas/explore-jobs?k=architecture&f=/job-subjects/food-technology
https://www.ucas.com/ucas/after-gcses/find-career-ideas/explore-jobs?k=architecture&f=/job-subjects/food-technology
https://www.ucas.com/job-families/catering-and-hospitality
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/jobs-and-work-experience/job-sectors/hospitality-and-events-management
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/jobs-and-work-experience/job-sectors/hospitality-and-events-management
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/jobs-and-work-experience/job-sectors/transport-and-logistics
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/jobs-and-work-experience/job-sectors/leisure-sport-and-tourism
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/search-results?searchTerm=tourism
https://www.findapprenticeship.service.gov.uk/apprenticeshipsearch?_ga=2.222244895.623441348.1594743535-970148917.1579863757
https://www.findapprenticeship.service.gov.uk/apprenticeshipsearch?_ga=2.222244895.623441348.1594743535-970148917.1579863757
https://www1.chester.ac.uk/study/undergraduate
mailto:admissions@chester.ac.uk
https://www1.chester.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/visit-us

University of o
”‘@Cheﬁer Ca Fre an d Ch I |d care (Health and Social Care, non-university pathways)

Care roles, sometimes called ‘social care’ are jobs which involve working with adults (and sometimes children) that
need support due to an illness, injury, a disability or being elderly. Your role as a care-worker is to help them to live
as independently as possible by providing day-to-day support for their specific needs.

Childcare roles, sometimes referred to as nursery staff, involve providing care for children as part of a nursery or
creche and supporting their development and wellbeing. Your responsibilities will include supervising play,
mealtimes, making sure there is a high hygiene standard and working with parents and caregivers.

If you are interested in nursing, teaching, university level child-development, or social work please go to:
Education, Childhood Studies and Youth Studies p.23

(Health and Social Care) Nursing, Midwifery and Social Work p.33

Careers that involve Care and Childcare

Do | need to go to university?

If you want a role working directly with adults or children that require care, then no, you do not need to go to
university. Most people in these jobs qualify through completing a college course, work experience and/or an
apprenticeship. If you want to be a teacher, nurse, social worker or child development specialist, then you will have
to go to university (see links above). Many care and childcare workers choose to go back into education or complete
additional training later in their careers, particularly if they want to be a manager, or train others.

G CS E R e q U I re m e n t (most colleges require 5 GCSEs grade 4/C or above, this refers to subject specific requirements)

The GCSE requirement for these roles depends on which qualification you wish to complete, and can be a bit lower
than some other jobs, but we recommend wherever possible that you aim for 5 GCSEs grade 4-5 (C) as this will
allow you to study on most college programmes. If your school offers BTEC or NVQ levels in Health and Social Care
or Childcare, it can be useful to choose that option, but if they don’t, you will still be able to get onto a college
course. Your grades will decide which level of course or apprenticeship a college/employer will offer you, so if
they’re lower, you may have to start on a Level 1 or 2 course, rather than Level 3, and work your way up.

Level 3 Requirements (post-16)
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https://www.ucas.com/ucas/after-gcses/find-career-ideas/explore-jobs/job-profile/care-worker
https://www.ucas.com/ucas/after-gcses/find-career-ideas/explore-jobs/job-profile/care-worker
https://www.ucas.com/ucas/after-gcses/find-career-ideas/explore-jobs/job-profile/nursery-worker
https://www.ucas.com/ucas/after-gcses/find-career-ideas/explore-jobs/job-profile/nursery-worker
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/browse-sector/social-care
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/jobs-and-work-experience/job-sectors/social-care/working-with-children
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-categories/social-care
https://www.skillsforcare.org.uk/Learning-development/apprenticeships/Apprenticeships.aspx
https://www1.chester.ac.uk/study/undergraduate
mailto:admissions@chester.ac.uk
https://www1.chester.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/visit-us
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+Chester CONstruction and Trades

Construction and Trades covers all aspects of building work, plumbing, electrical engineering, plastering,
bricklaying, carpentry and joining, quarrying, glazing, heating and gas engineering, and any other practical trade
which requires specific training.

People that work in these jobs are intelligent problem solvers, who are practically minded and enjoy creating and
repairing things. Each area has its own specific requirements and training.

For Architecture, please see p.11

Careers areas within Construction and Trades

Do | need to go to university?

If you want a role working on in construction or a practical trade, then no, you do not need to go to university. Most
people in these jobs qualify through completing a college course, work experience and/or an apprenticeship. If you
want to be an architect, then you will have to go to university (see link above). Many people that work in the trades
choose to go back into education or complete additional training later in their careers, particularly if they want to
be a manager or to teach/train others. No matter which path you choose, you will have to complete health and
safety training regularly.

G CS E Re q U I re m e n t (most colleges require 5 GCSEs grade 4/C or above, this refers to subject specific requirements)
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https://www.ucas.com/job-families/construction
https://www.ucas.com/ucas/after-gcses/find-career-ideas/explore-jobs/job-profile/plumber
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/jobs-and-work-experience/job-sectors/property-and-construction
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/electrical-engineer
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-categories/construction-and-trades
https://www.citb.co.uk/national-construction-college/apprenticeships-courses/
https://www.the-nhtg.org.uk/training-quals/training-courses/accredited-training-courses/level-3/
https://www.the-nhtg.org.uk/training-quals/training-courses/accredited-training-courses/level-3/
https://www1.chester.ac.uk/study/undergraduate
mailto:admissions@chester.ac.uk
https://www1.chester.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/visit-us

ey o Education, Childhood Studies and Youth Studies

I Chester
Working with children or adults, through education, support services and training is a challenging and rewarding
career choice. There are lots of different career paths, including becoming a teacher, within child support,
childcare, with people with disabilities and Special Education Needs, and youth work.

People that chose to work within Education are good communicators, with a genuine interest in people, but each
sector is very different, so it’ s important to decide what age group you would like to work with, and what your
ideal role would be.

Careers that involve Education, Childhood Studies and Youth Studies

Do | need to go to university?

It depends on which role you would like to pursue. If you want to be a teacher or a nurse, then you will need a
degree in that subject. Many people that work in Childcare and Youth Work roles do not have a degree, but every
situation and employer is different, so make sure you check the requirements for every role that interests you.

Many people find that university is an extremely useful experience for them, as it provides three years of additional
training, access to professional level equipment and teaching staff, along with work placements in their chosen
industry. Business degrees often include an industry placement for a semester (3 months) or an academic year (9
months) to help you to learn about your chosen industry.

It is essential to research all the options before deciding what is right for you.

G CS E Re q U I re m e n t (most colleges require 5 GCSEs grade 4/C or above, this refers to subject specific requirements)

e Standard 5 GCSEs 4-5- (C) and above, including English and Maths

e If you wish to teach a particular subject, you will need to study it at GCSE and Level 3, as becoming a
secondary school subject usually involves doing a degree in your chosen subject, then completing a PGCE
(Post Graduate Certificate in Education) at university

Level 3 Requirements (post-16)
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Combined Courses: You can often combine
subjects at university, (although this isn’t
usually possible with a teaching qualification)
so if you have two subjects that work well
together in mind, you may be able to study
them both. Head over to our Education page to
see our full list of combinations.



https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-categories/teaching-and-education
https://targetcareers.co.uk/career-sectors/teaching-and-education/158-what-types-of-jobs-and-employers-are-there-in-teaching-and-education
https://targetcareers.co.uk/career-sectors/teaching-and-education/158-what-types-of-jobs-and-employers-are-there-in-teaching-and-education
https://www.cache.org.uk/for-learners/choosing-early-years-as-a-career
file:///C:/Users/cbradburn/Desktop/www.getintoteaching.education.gov.uk
https://www1.chester.ac.uk/study/undergraduate
mailto:admissions@chester.ac.uk
https://www1.chester.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/visit-us
https://www1.chester.ac.uk/education-and-childrens-services/undergraduate-courses
https://www1.chester.ac.uk/education-and-childrens-services/undergraduate-courses

Sichesir English

English is an incredibly diverse subject and can provide you with skills that appeal to employers in most sectors such
as communication and research. The subject is split into Language, Literature and Creative Writing, but each of
these three areas has a wide range of jobs relating to it.

English Literature involves working with texts such as books, and films. English Language is the study of how
language changes over time, how it can be used and what those changes mean. Creative Writing is the creation of
original new texts such as novels, poetry, scripts and stories.

Careers that involve English

Do | need to go to university?

It isn’t essential to go to university to work in an English-related job, as it’s possible to write independently or find
an apprenticeship in certain roles such as copywriting, however many people find that university is an extremely
useful experience for them, as it provides three years of additional training, access to professional level equipment
and teaching staff, along with work placements in their chosen industry. If you want to work in a research or
teaching role, it is usually compulsory to have a degree.

It is essential to research all the options before deciding what is right for you.

G CS E Re q U I re m e n t (most colleges require 5 GCSEs grade 4/C or above, this refers to subject specific requirements)

e 1 GCSE in English, grade 6-7 (B) or above (some colleges accept 4-5/C, but check)

It is mandatory to gain a GCSE in English in the UK, and all employers will want to see it at a grade 4-5/C on your
CV. If you wish to be accepted onto an A Level or college course, you usually need to have a Grade 6-7/B.

Level 3 Requirements (post-16)
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Combined Courses: You can often combine
subjects at university, so if you have two
subjects that work well together in mind,
you may be able to study them both. Head
over to our English page to see our full list
of combinations.



file:///C:/Users/cbradburn/Desktop/www.ucas.com/ucas/after-gcses/find-career-ideas/explore-jobs%3ff=/job-subjects/english
file:///C:/Users/cbradburn/Desktop/www.ucas.com/explore/subjects/english
file:///C:/Users/cbradburn/Desktop/www.prospects.ac.uk/careers-advice/what-can-i-do-with-my-degree/english
file:///C:/Users/cbradburn/Desktop/www.nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-categories/teaching-and-education
https://www.learnhowtobecome.org/arts-humanities-careers/journalism/
https://targetjobs.co.uk/careers-advice/degree-subjects-your-options/301028-what-can-i-do-with-an-english-degree
https://targetjobs.co.uk/careers-advice/degree-subjects-your-options/301028-what-can-i-do-with-an-english-degree
https://www1.chester.ac.uk/study/undergraduate
mailto:admissions@chester.ac.uk
https://www1.chester.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/visit-us
https://www1.chester.ac.uk/english/study/undergraduate-study
https://www1.chester.ac.uk/english/study/undergraduate-study

Hcheser Entertainment and Leisure Media

This term refers to media made specifically for entertainment, which can be shared through online platforms and
television. Social Media Content and Games Design are the most prominent subjects that fall under this heading,
but it also covers app development and creating content for media outlets. Depending on what you choose to
study, you may find that your course is listed under Media, Communication, Entertainment, Digital or Creative Arts.
This is a fast growing sector, with new jobs appearing all the time.

Please also see Art and Design p.13 Media and Journalism p. 39 and STEM p.61 for Games Design

Careers that involve Entertainment and Leisure Media

Do | need to go to university?

It isn’t essential to go to university to work within the Entertainment and Leisure Media Industries, as many people
choose to study till they’re 18 and then start creating work on their own, or find an apprenticeship, however many
people find that university is an extremely useful experience for them, as it provides three years of additional
training, access to professional level equipment and teaching staff, along with work placements in their chosen
industry. It is essential to research all the options before deciding what is right for you.

G CS E Re q U I re m e n t (most colleges require 5 GCSEs grade 4/C or above, this refers to subject specific requirements)

e If you wish to study Games Design, 1 GCSE in a relevant visual arts subject, grade 6-7 (B) or above (some
colleges accept 4-5/C, but check)

e [fyour school offers GCSE/BTEC Media, Photography, Product Design or ICT you may find it useful to choose
the one that is most closely related to your future career — but if your school does not offer these subjects,
most colleges will still consider your application for a Level 3 course

Level 3 Requirements (post-16)
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University of

U Chester Geography and International Development

Geography is the study of the ways in which the world around us develops and changes. It split into two separate
but related areas, Human (the behaviour and impact of people on our world) and Physical (the natural processes of
our planet, how it functions e.g. climate), and you can focus on one, or the relationship between the two.

International Development explores the relationships between countries, their cultures, economies, development
and growth and how they can be supported and improved.

Careers that involve Geography and International Development

Do | need to go to university?

It isn’t essential to go to university to work in all Geography and International Development related roles, but it is
very common, and employers usually expect a degree the relevant subject if you want to work in education or
research. Many people find that university is an extremely useful experience for them, as it provides three years of
additional training, access to professional level equipment and teaching staff, along with work placements in their
chosen industry.

It is essential to research all the options before deciding what is right for you.

GCSE Requirement

e 1 GCSE in Geography, grade 6-7 (B) or above (some colleges accept 4-5/C, but check)
Geography can be studied as a humanities subject or as a science at university level — A Level Geography is usually
the key A Level that universities look for, so taking GCSE History is useful, but some Geographers also come from
science back grounds. If you want to study Geography at college, taking the GCSE is recommended

Level 3 Requirements (post-16)
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University of . d
T cheater Hair and Beauty
Hair and Beauty covers all cosmetic treatments, therapies and services relating to the hair, face and body. It is one
of the biggest and fastest growing industries in the UK, and you must have specific qualifications to work in any job
within it.
Those that work in Hair and Beauty are usual good communicators, who enjoy working with the public and helping

people to feel good about themselves. Most jobs and courses are very hands-on and contain lots of specific
processes.

Careers in Hair and Beauty

Do | need to go to university?

If you want a role working with customers, then no, you do not need to go to university. Most people in these jobs
qualify through completing a college course, work experience and/or an apprenticeship. Many people that work in
the Hair and Beauty industries choose to go back into education or complete additional training later in their
careers, particularly if they want to be a manager or to teach/train others. There are some degrees in stage and
theatre hair and make —up so look them up if this area interests you. No matter which path you choose, you will
have to complete training in new technologies, systems and treatments, as well as health and safety training
regularly.

G CS E Re q U I re m e n t (most colleges require 5 GCSEs grade 4/C or above, this refers to subject specific requirements)

e The GCSE requirement for these roles depends on which qualification you wish to complete, and can be a
bit lower than some other jobs, but we recommend wherever possible that you aim for 5 GCSEs grade 4-5
(C) as this will allow you to study on most college programmes. Your grades will decide which level of
course or apprenticeship a college/employer will offer you, so if they’re lower, you may have to start on a
Level 1 or 2 course, rather than Level 3, and work your way up.

Level 3 Requirements (post-16)
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] “%nﬁérgzéo; (Health and Social Care) Nursing, MIdWIfery and Social Work

Working with children or adults, in health and social care roles is a challenging and rewarding career choice. There
are lots of different career paths, including becoming a nurse, a midwife, a social worker and hundreds of different
support roles

People that chose to work within Health and Social care are compassionate, with good communication skills and a
genuine interest in people, but each sector is very different, so it’ s important to decide what your ideal role would
be.

Careers that involve Nursing, Midwifery and Social Work

Do | need to go to university?

It isn’t essential to go to university to work in all Health and Social care roles, but it is very common, and almost
everyone working within these sectors at a high level has a degree. For qualified nursing, midwifery and social
work roles, it is essential, however there are now higher education apprenticeships available for some roles.
Some care and support roles do not require a degree. Many people also find that university is an extremely useful
experience for them, as it provides additional training, access to professional level equipment and teaching staff,
along with work placements in their chosen profession.

G CS E Re q U I re m e n t (most colleges require 5 GCSEs grade 4/C or above, this refers to subject specific requirements)

e Standard 5 GCSEs 4-5- (C) and above, including English and Maths

e For nursing, science can be useful, and as most midwifery students are required to study A Level Biology, it
is worth considering separate sciences

e Nursing and Social Work do not require specific subjects beyond Maths and English

Level 3 Requirements (post-16)
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Tichester History and Archaeology

History and Archaeology are both subjects concerned with human culture and the ways in which society has
changed and developed over the centuries.

History is a humanities subject, concerned with the documents and texts (e.g. books and records) that humans have
used to record events and ideas, whilst Archaeology is both a humanity and a science, and studies the physical
remains (e.g. buildings and objects) that humans have left behind. The subjects share lots of common interests, and
aim to understand past human culture and ways of life. They also study the way we live now, and carry out
research and experiments to uncover the past.

Careers that involve History and Archaeology

Do | need to go to university?

It isn’t essential to go to university to work in all History related roles, but it is very common, and employers usually
expect a degree in History or Archaeology if you want to work in those fields. Many people find that university is an
extremely useful experience for them, as it provides three years of additional training, access to professional level
equipment and teaching staff, along with work placements in their chosen industry.

It is essential to research all the options before deciding what is right for you.

G CS E Re q U I re m e n t (most colleges require 5 GCSEs grade 4/C or above, this refers to subject specific requirements)

e 1 GCSE in History , grade 6-7 (B) or above (some colleges accept 4-5/C, but check)

Archaeology can be studies as a humanities subject or as a science at university level — A Level History is usually the
key A Level that universities look for, so taking GCSE History is useful, but some archaeologists also come from
science back grounds. If you want to study History at college, taking the GCSE is recommended

Level 3 Requirements (post-16)




will | University of

Combined Courses: You can often combine
subjects at university, so if you have two
subjects that work well together in mind, you
may be able to study them both. Head over to
our History and Archaeology page to see our
full list of combinations.



file:///C:/Users/cbradburn/Desktop/www.ucas.com/ucas/after-gcses/find-career-ideas/explore-jobs%3ff=/job-subjects/history
http://www.ucas.com/job-subjects/history
file:///C:/Users/cbradburn/Desktop/www.ucas.com/explore/subjects/archaeology
file:///C:/Users/cbradburn/Desktop/www.prospects.ac.uk/careers-advice/what-can-i-do-with-my-degree/history
file:///C:/Users/cbradburn/Desktop/www.prospects.ac.uk/careers-advice/what-can-i-do-with-my-degree/archaeology
file:///C:/Users/cbradburn/Desktop/www.nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/conservator
file:///C:/Users/cbradburn/Desktop/www.history.org.uk/student/resource/2914/careers-in-history
file:///C:/Users/cbradburn/Desktop/www.new.archaeologyuk.org/become-an-archaeologist
https://www1.chester.ac.uk/study/undergraduate
mailto:admissions@chester.ac.uk
https://www1.chester.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/visit-us
https://www1.chester.ac.uk/history-and-archaeology/study/undergraduate-study
https://www1.chester.ac.uk/history-and-archaeology/study/undergraduate-study

University of
G@Chester Law

Law is a diverse subject with hundreds of possible career options. The most well-known roles are those for qualified
lawyers, such as solicitors and barristers, but there are a much wider range of jobs associated with the law.

People that study Law are skilled in critical thinking, seeing both sides of an argument, research and
communication. They may also have an interest in a particular aspect of Law such as family, property, commercial,
criminal or human rights.

Careers that involve Law

Do | need to go to university?

It isn’t essential to go to university to work in all Law related roles, but it is very common, and an LLB degree is
compulsory if you want to be a practising lawyer. Employers usually expect a degree in Law if you want to work in
education too. Over the next five years, new options for becoming a lawyer will develop, through apprenticeships
and new training schemes. Many people find that university is an extremely useful experience for them, as it
provides three years of additional training, access to professional level equipment and teaching staff, along with
work placements in their chosen industry.

It is essential to research all the options before deciding what is right for you.

G CS E Re q U I re m e n t (most colleges require 5 GCSEs grade 4/C or above, this refers to subject specific requirements)

e Standard 5 GCSEs 4-5- (C) and above, including English and Maths

e Most colleges don’t require you to have studies law before, as it isn’t usually available at GCSE, although
humanities subjects such as English Literature and History can be useful

Level 3 Requirements (post-16)
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Hchester Media

The Media sector is incredibly diverse and covers methods of communication, including Film, TV, Radio, Web, News
and Journalism and Publishing. There are roles in front of the camera/microphone if you’re interested in presenting,
but most Media roles are production based, and involve creating Media products. As many media products are
shared or built online, and created digitally, software skills an important part of your training.

It’s essential to research all of the Media areas to find the one that interests you the most.

Careers that involve Media

Do | need to go to university?

It isn’t essential to go to university to work in the Media, as many study till they’re 18 and then start creating work
on their own, or find an apprenticeship, however many people that work in the media find that university is an
extremely useful experience for them, as it provides three years of additional training, access to professional level
equipment and teaching staff, along with work placements in their chosen industry. It is essential to research all

the options before deciding what is right for you.

G CS E Re q U I re m e n t (most colleges require 5 GCSEs grade 4/C or above, this refers to subject specific requirements)

e 1 GCSE in a relevant media subject, grade 6-7 (B) or above (some colleges accept 4-5/C, but check)

Careers in the Media usually require you to study Media subject until you are 18, and to be accepted onto an A
Level or college course, you usually need to have studied a Media subject at GCSE. If your school does not offer your
preferred subject, English Literature can be a very helpful subject as it is similar to Media and Film studies. Most
college are flexible about which subjects you have studied before.

Level 3 Requirements (post-16)
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. Chestor Medicine, Dentistry, Biology and Life Sciences

Biological, Clinical and Medical sciences refers to an incredibly diverse range of subjects that involve research,
treatment, and development relating to human and animal life. Sometimes called the life sciences, this information
sheet refers to education and careers relating to Biological, Clinical, Medical, and Sports science. (For physics,
maths, engineering and computer related information, please see our Science and Technology page.)

If you enjoy Biology and Chemistry, a career in the Life Sciences could be for you.

Careers that involve Biological, Clinical, Medical and Sports

Do | need to go to university?

It isn’t essential to go to university to work in all life science roles, but it is very common, and almost everyone
working within these sectors at a high level has a degree. Employers usually expect a degree in a relevant subject,
and many roles require a masters degree/PhD too. To work in any medical profession, a degree is compulsory.
Some animal based professions (apart from being a vet) do not require a degree. Many people also find that
university is an extremely useful experience for them, as it provides additional training, access to professional level
equipment and teaching staff, along with work placements in their chosen industry.

It is essential to research all the options before deciding what is right for you.

G CS E Re q U I re m e nt (most colleges require 5 GCSEs grade 4/C or above, this refers to subject specific requirements)
e 2-3 GCSEs in a relevant sciences and Maths grade 6-7 (B) or above (some colleges accept duel science but
check)

Careers in Life Sciences usually require you to study at least one science subject until you are 18, and to be accepted
onto an A Level or college course, it is recommended that you study separate sciences at GCSE. If you are unable to
do this, contact your preferred college to see if they will accept the duel science award.
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T cheater Modern Languages

Learning an additional language (or two) can be the gateway to a range of exciting careers, either working directly
with languages as a translator, teacher or interpreter, or using your language to allow you to work in any job, but
overseas. Business, Geography and Law are popular fields for those with skills.

Around 75% of the world doesn’t population doesn’t speak English, so English-speakers with an extra language are
in high demand in all kinds of roles. Languages can be studied alone or with a range of other subjects.

Careers that involve Modern Languages

Do | need to go to university?

It isn’t essential to go to university to work in all Language related roles, but it is very common, and employers
usually expect a degree in a Modern Language if you want to work in a job with a language requirement, unless
you are bilingual. Many people find that university is an extremely useful experience for them, as it provides three
years of additional training, access to professional level equipment and teaching staff, along with work placements
in their chosen industry. Languages degrees usually include a placement abroad for a semester (3 months) or an
academic year (9 months) to help you to become fluent in your chosen language.

It is essential to research all the options before deciding what is right for you.

G CS E Re q U I re m e n t (most colleges require 5 GCSEs grade 4/C or above, this refers to subject specific requirements)

e 1 GCSE in a Language, grade 6-7 (B) or above (some colleges accept 4-5/C, but check)

Most colleges require you to have studied your chosen language at GCSE level, but if you are choosing to study a
new language, that your school didn’t offer, they will usually accept another language.

Level 3 Requirements (post-16)
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University of

fchester Motor Vehicle and Automotive Industries

This refers to jobs that involve working with cars, engines and automobile technology. Depending on the role, you
could be responsible for maintaining, repairing or building both light (e.g. cars, motorbikes and vans) and heavy
vehicles (e.g. trucks, construction machinery, tractors).

People that work within this industry are intelligent and practical problem solvers, who are enjoy working to a high
standard.

For Automotive Design and Engineering, see STEM p.61

Careers that involve...

Do | need to go to university?

If you want a practical role, working directly with vehicles, then no, you do not need to go to university. Most
people in these jobs qualify through completing a college course, work experience and/or an apprenticeship. Many
people that work in the Automotive industries choose to go back into education or complete additional training
during in their careers, particularly if they want to be a manager or to teach/train others. No matter which path you
choose, you will have to complete training in new technologies and systems and, as well as health and safety
training regularly.

If you want to design engines or vehicles, you will need to study at university see STEM p.61

G CS E Re q U I re m e n t (most colleges require 5 GCSEs grade 4/C or above, this refers to subject specific requirements)

e The GCSE requirement for these roles depends on which qualification you wish to complete, and can be a
bit lower than some other jobs, but we recommend wherever possible that you aim for 5 GCSEs grade 4-5
(C) as this will allow you to study on most college programmes. Your grades will decide which level of
course or apprenticeship a college/employer will offer you, so if they’re lower, you may have to start on a
Level 1 or 2 course, rather than Level 3, and work your way up.
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University of .
*@Chestyer Music

When people talk about a career in music, many think of being a musician or a singer, and whilst they are both
exciting options, performance is not the only way to work within the music industry. There are hundreds if not
thousands of different kinds of jobs relating to music.

People wishing to work within music usually choose to focus on performance or production, and many have an
interest in a specific kind of music e.g. Pop, Classical, Dance, Indie, Metal, Rap.

Careers that involve Music

Do | need to go to university?

It isn’t essential to go to university to become a musician, as many study till they’re 18 and perform as part of their
course or in their own time, although to become a classically trained performer, university is usually the normal
pathway. If you are interested in Music Technology/Production you will be expected to have technical training,
which can be completed through university or sometimes an apprenticeship. Many students that aspire to work in
the music industry find that university is an extremely useful experience for them, as it provides three years of
additional training, access to professional level equipment and teaching staff, along with work placements in their
chosen industry. It is essential to research all the options before deciding what is right for you.

G CS E Re q U I re m e nt (most colleges require 5 GCSEs grade 4/C or above, this refers to subject specific requirements)

e 1 GCSE in a relevant music subject, grade 6-7 (B) or above (some colleges accept 4-5/C, but check)

Careers in the Music often require you to study a Music subject until you are 18. If you want to study classical
music, you need to study Music GCSE and some courses require you to complete the formal music grades on your
chosen instrument. Music Technology college courses are usually a bit more flexible in terms of their requirements.

Level 3 Requirements (post-16)
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University of

Trchester Performing Arts

Performing Arts covers a wide range of subjects including Acting, Drama, Theatre Studies, Dance, Musical Theatre
and Performance Art. As well as on-stage performance roles, it can also involve direction, production,
choreography and theatre-craft.

Careers within the Performing Arts involve your practical and theoretical arts skill set and elements of events and
self-promotion.

Careers that involve the Performing Arts

Do | need to go to university?

It isn’t essential to go to university to work in the Performing Arts, as many study till they’re 18 and then start
creating work on their own, or find an apprenticeship, however many people that work in the Performing Arts find
that university is an extremely useful experience for them, as it provides three years of additional training, access to
professional level equipment and teaching staff, along with work placements in their chosen industry. There are
extensive opportunities to be involved in productions and the related promotion and organisation. It is essential to
research all the options before deciding what is right for you.

G CS E Re q U I re m e nt (most colleges require 5 GCSEs grade 4/C or above, this refers to subject specific requirements)

e 1 GCSE in a relevant Performing Arts subject, grade 6-7 (B) or above (some colleges accept 4-5/C, but
check)

Careers in the Performing Arts usually require you to study a Performing Arts subject until you are 18, and to be
accepted onto an A Level or college course, you usually need to have studied a Performing Arts subject at GCSE.

Dance and Drama are usually treated as separate subjects so it’s important to keep studying the one you want to
pursue as a career until you are 18.

Level 3 Requirements (post-16)
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Police officers play a vital role in keeping communities safe. This can involve being out in the community, working
face to face with the general public, or behind the scenes, in a range of specialist services.

Police officers work closely with the criminal justice system, social workers, schools, local businesses, health trusts,
housing authorities, town planners and community groups to provide advice, education and assistance to with
those who have been affected by crime, and to help to reduce crime.

Careers that involve Policing

Do | need to go to university?

Not necessarily, as there are other routes into the police force. Most new officers complete a policing degree
through a university, and all universities work closely with the local constabulary, so students are taught by
experienced police officers. If you don’t have a degree, you can complete a three year police apprenticeship to
qualify as an officer. There are strict requirements for every police force, but they differ depending on the area you
live in, so make sure you find the entry options for your local police force.
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Uniformed Services refers to jobs within both the civilian and military sectors. These jobs usually involve providing a

preventative or protective service as part of a large, government-endorsed organisation.

Those that work within the uniformed services often have a desire to help people, and enjoy structure and

discipline.

For Policing, please see p.51

Careers within the Uniformed Service

Do | need to go to university?

Not necessarily, as there are other routes into many of the uniformed services. If you want to be a Paramedic you
will need to study a specific course at university however. Many people choose to join the services as a cadet before
the age of 18, to familiarise themselves with how it works, and gain experience. It is also possible to complete
qualifications, including a degree whilst working in some of the services — and many members choose to work and
study at the same time. It is a broad and varied sector, so make sure you check what the entry requirements are for
your chosen job before you apply, and find out what training opportunities they can offer you if you join.

GCSE Requirement
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Psychology is the scientific study of the mind and how it controls and influences our behaviour, how we

communicate, and how and why memories, emotions, thoughts and reactions are made. Understanding how the
mind works allows us to find solutions for many of the challenges that individuals and society face.

It is a diverse and fascinating subject area, and is closely linked with the social sciences, such as Sociology,
Criminology and Anthropology. All of these subjects are also closely linked with the humanities subjects as well as
political science, and depending on where and what you choose to study, you could be working with people with
expertise in a wide range of areas.

Careers that involve Psychology

Do | need to go to university?

It isn’t essential to go to university to work in all psychology roles, but it is very common. Employers usually expect a
degree in a relevant subject, and many roles require a masters degree/PhD too. If you wish to be a psychologist,
you will need to qualify at a degree, post-graduate and professional level and may have to study for up to 7 years.
Roles in criminal psychology in particular are extremely popular and there is a lot of competition, so carrying out
research into your chosen area is very important. Many people also find that university is an extremely useful
experience for them, as it provides three years of additional training, access to professional level equipment and
teaching staff, along with work placements in their chosen industry.

G CS E R e q U I re m e n t (most colleges require 5 GCSEs grade 4/C or above, this refers to subject specific requirements)

e Standard 5 GCSEs 4-5- (C) and above, including English and Maths

e GCSE’s in psychology and the social and political sciences are extremely rare. Humanities subjects are
closely related, and can help to support your application for a level 3 course.

Level 3 Requirements (post-16)
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Tchesier Social and Political Science

The social sciences are the study of society and the individuals within that society. It is a diverse and fascinating
subject area, and covers Sociology, Criminology, Communication and Anthropology (the study of living cultures).
These subjects are closely linked with the Psychology and the political sciences, which include Economics and
Politics. All of these subjects are also closely linked with the humanities subjects, and depending on where and
what you choose to study, you could be working with people with expertise in a wide range of areas.

Those that study the social and political sciences will be skilled critical thinkers, with a keen interest in the world
around them.

For more details about Psychology, please see p.55

Careers that involve Social and Political Science

Do | need to go to university?

It isn’t essential to go to university to work in all psychology, social and political science roles, but it is very common,
and almost everyone working within these sectors has a degree. Employers usually expect a degree in a relevant
subject, and many roles require a masters degree/PhD too. Many people also find that university is an extremely
useful experience for them, as it provides three years of additional training, access to professional level equipment
and teaching staff, along with work placements in their chosen industry.

It is essential to research all the options before deciding what is right for you.

G CS E R e q U I re m e n t (most colleges require 5 GCSEs grade 4/C or above, this refers to subject specific requirements)

e Standard 5 GCSEs 4-5- (C) and above, including English and Maths

e GCSE’s in psychology and the social and political sciences are extremely rare. Humanities subjects are
closely related, and can help to support your application for a level 3 course.

Level 3 Requirements (post-16)
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The term ‘Sport’ here refers to the sports and leisure-exercise industries. This can involve playing sport
professionally or working in a role that allows you to train and support others. Those that choose to work in Sport

usually have a personal interest in a particular sport or fitness in general, and often work alongside other
professionals such as nutritionists and physiotherapists.

For Sport Science, go to Medicine, Dentistry, Biology and Life Sciences p.41, For teaching, see Education p.23, For Sports Management, see Business p.15

Careers that involve...

Do | need to go to university?

It depends on your chosen job role. Athletes do not have to go to university, although may choose to. Teachers and
sports scientists are usually required to have a degree in the relevant subject, coaches and personal trainers are
required to complete specific college-level qualifications before they can be employed, and some choose to study
coaching a university, but it is optional. Many sports managers are former athletes and coaches but often choose to
complete a business qualification. Sport can be a big part of university life, and many sports students play for the
university teams at a national level.

G CS E Re q U I re m e n t (most colleges require 5 GCSEs grade 4/C or above, this refers to subject specific requirements)

Level 3 Requirements (post-16
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Choarar Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths

STEM refers to an incredibly diverse range of subjects that involve problem solving, research and design within the
scientific world. Sometimes called the material sciences, this information sheet refers to education and careers
relating to Physics, Maths, Chemistry, Natural Science and Computer Science. (For Biology and Medicine related
information, please see our Life Sciences page.)

If you enjoy science subjects, and are interested in technology, innovation and invention, a career in STEM could be
for you.

Careers that involve Science and Engineering

Do | need to go to university?

It isn’t essential to go to university to work in all science and engineering roles, but it is very common, and almost
everyone working within these sectors at a high level has a degree. Employers usually expect a degree in a relevant
subject, and many roles require a masters degree/PhD too. Many people also find that university is an extremely
useful experience for them, as it provides three years of additional training, access to professional level equipment
and teaching staff, along with work placements in their chosen industry.

It is essential to research all the options before deciding what is right for you.

G CS E Re q U I re m e nt (most colleges require 5 GCSEs grade 4/C or above, this refers to subject specific requirements)

e 2-3 GCSEs in a relevant sciences and Maths grade 6-7 (B) or above (some colleges accept duel science but
check)

Careers in STEM usually require you to study at least one science subject until you are 18, and to be accepted onto
an A Level or college course, it is recommended that you study separate sciences at GCSE. If you are unable to do
this, contact your preferred college to see if they will accept the duel science award.

Level 3 Requirements (post-16)
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E%“ﬁ;fg;ve; Theology, Religious Studies, Philosophy and Ethics

Theology, Religious Studies, Philosophy and Ethics is an incredibly diverse subject area, and there are many
potential careers for graduates in this subject area.

Closely related to other humanities subjects such as History, Theology and Religious covers ideas and practices
relating to religions from around the world as well as considering the meaning behind each religion and its place in
the modern world. Philosophy and Ethics explore morality, law and meaning in different societies.

Careers that involve Theology and Religious Studies

Do | need to go to university?

It isn’t essential to go to university to work in all Theology, Religious Studies, Philosophy and Ethics related roles,
but it is very common, and employers usually expect a degree in a Theology-related subject if you want to work as a
religious leader, or a degree in your chosen subject if you want to work for a university. Many people find that
university is an extremely useful experience for them, as it provides three years of additional training, access to
professional level equipment and teaching staff, along with work placements in their chosen industry.

It is essential to research all the options before deciding what is right for you.

G CS E Re q U I re m e n t (most colleges require 5 GCSEs grade 4/C or above, this refers to subject specific requirements)

e 1 GCSE in Religious Studies, grade 6-7 (B) or above (some colleges accept 4-5/C, but check)

Most colleges require you to have Religious Studies at GCSE level, but if it wasn’t available at school, many will
accept an alternative humanities subject

Level 3 Requirements (post-16)
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https://www1.chester.ac.uk/study/undergraduate
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All information contained within this resource, including web links was accurate at the time of publication, July 2020.

This resource is for educational use only.
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